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Module 8
· To what extent did the researcher follow the norms and expectations of the sponsoring institution? In other words, was the sponsor complicit in the fraud or did the researcher act alone in violation of corporate policy?
The researchers in this incident were in fact following the norms and expectations of the sponsoring institution that they were part of. That time, there was no regard for those who’s the Nazis believed were under them. They did many harmful studies on the concentration camp prisoners for personal gain. The researcher did not act alone. They followed orders given.
· What was the researcher's motive in compromising the integrity of the study?
The Nazi hypothermia experiments were just one of the many experiments being carried out by the Nazis to try and gain medical advances, especially aimed to help the German soldiers. They were all about personal gain, with no regard to those they were hurting at that time, to them it did not matter.
· Exactly what ethical research principles were violated? How?
Autonomy was greatly violated in these experiments. The victims that were being tested on were mostly Jewish prisoners who had no say in their participation. Thus this made the research target the vulnerable Jews.
· Exactly which provisions or interpretative statements of the Code were violated? How?
This research violated Provision seven which provides that in advancement of knowledge in the profession, such research should conform to the national and international ethical standards for conduct of research suing human participants. This research by the Nazi violated both national and international ethics.
· What consequences did the fraud carry for the subjects? The researcher? The sponsor? The researcher's profession?
There were no consequences toward the researcher or sponsor because it was way back when the experiments were performed. And as for the Nazi in their eyes it seemed perfectly fine to go on with the experiments. The subjects were harm and brutally mistreated.
· How could the researcher have avoided fraud and maintained the integrity of the study?
There was no way the researcher could have avoided fraud as it was WW II and no one was willing to protects the Jews. The Nazis just continued and went ahead with the experiments and did not need approval from anyone. The study would have never maintained its integrity because of the situation.
· What oversight mechanisms brought this violation to light?
This situation is unethical because the Jews did not give consent and were held against their will to go about these cruel experiences. To be ethical we should not be able to view or read the experiments that have been done to the Jews even if it is beneficial to science. It is morally wrong.
· What implications does this case have for nursing research studies?
One guiding question posed to the nurses is how could a professional group, entrusted with protecting human health, use this very social mandate as a reason to torture, maim and kill. These outcomes can be grouped into cognitive, psychomotor or an affective. The nurses should therefore aim at realistic learning outcomes in their research studies.
